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Recent outreach work in 
Buckinghamshire
Engaging the Community

Eliza Alqassar, Historic and Built Environment Manager



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNCIL

• Very much a team effort
• Audit of known heritage assets in summer 2021 
• Local Heritage List Project Officer appointed August 

2021
• Local Heritage List platform launched September 
2021: https://local-heritage-list.org.uk/buckinghamshire

• Established criteria and commenced Review Panels 
Autumn 2021

• Appointment of Assistant Heritage Officer March 2022

Headlines
• Over 2600 candidate sites nominated!
• We currently have 160 registered users on our Local 

Heritage List web platform
• A core group of 18 volunteers are busy nominating, 

researching and enriching sites online.
• Currently involved with 38 groups and organisations.
• 15 parish councils are working with us to add 
local buildings of note to LHL.

Progress on the Buckinghamshire 
Local Heritage List project

https://local-heritage-list.org.uk/buckinghamshire
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Events

We have actively engaged in events to promote the project 
including:
• Chalks, Cherries & Chairs Fun Day on Wycombe Rye 

summer 2021
• Buckinghamshire Local History Conference autumn 

2021
• Heritage Open Days autumn 2021
• Festival of Archaeology/Bucks Open Day summer 2022
• Buckinghamshire County Show summer 2022
• Buckinghamshire Local History Conference autumn 

2022
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Reaching out to communities – the people’s project
Over the past nine months we have reached out to the following groups and societies:

• Amersham Museum
• Amersham Society
• Archaeology in Marlow
• Beaconsfield and District Historical Society
• Buckinghamshire Archaeology Society
• Buckinghamshire Garden Trust
• Buckinghamshire Historic Buildings Trust
• Buckingham U3A  Architecture Group
• Burnham Heritage Society
• Chalfont St Giles History
• Chesham Society
• Chess Valley Archaeological and Historical Society
• Chiltern Open Air Museum
• Chiltern Society
• Coleshill History Group
• Hedgerley Historical Society
• High Wycombe Society
• Lacey Green History Society
• Little Chalfont Society
• Marlow Archaeology Group
• Marlow Society
• North Marston History Club
• Royal Agricultural University
• Stewkley Local History Group
• Stoke Poges Society
• Western Turville Historical Society
• Wing Heritage Group
• Wingrave and Rowsham Heritage Association
• Winslow History
• Visit Bucks
• YAC Chiltern
• YAC Aylesbury

We are actively working with the groups 
highlighted in blue, either by members creating 
and uploading list nominations onto the 
website, voluntary assistance at events and 
working parties, or through LHLPO providing 
talks and leading meetings.

Most have advertised LHLP to members 
through inclusion in newsletters, member 
correspondence, or meetings.
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Working with volunteers

• We have a core group of 18 volunteers helping to 
identify candidate sites, draw on desktop research, 
and enrich the nominations.

• Working parties have been very successful. 
• A visit to Marlow proved extremely conducive 

by identifying and nominating a dozen or so 
buildings not scheduled or on existing local 
list.

• A visit to Amersham in March to assess and 
photograph a list collated by Amersham 
Society and TfL, supported by Cllr Williams 
(Deputy Leader of the Council).

• Volunteer toolkit within website:
• Recorded tutorial to help with using the web 

platform - step by step guidance on 
nominating and recording candidates.

• Timeline – guidance on dating a building.

• Printable forms and guides to assist with assessment.
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Engaging with the younger audience

In October 21, the Chiltern 
Young Archaeologists Club learnt 
about the architectural history of 
the village of Jordans and 
assisted our visiting Local List 
Project Officer by investigating 
and assessing the village with 
her, and nominating four sites 
for Local Listing
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Engaging with students

Our Project Officer teamed up 
with the Cultural Heritage 
students from the Royal 
Agricultural University to 
nominate and assess 
buildings within Lee 
Common village for the Local List. 
The students will continue their 
research by enriching their 
nominations with historic and 
architectural details through 
desktop research, before 
submitting their findings for final 
assessment.
Oxford Brookes and Portsmouth 
Universities are keen to work 
with our Project Officer next 
term.
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Unexpected engagement and knowledge sharing

• Transport for London – Metropolitan Line's stations and structures

• Marlow and District Railway Society

• The Canal and River Trust

• Wendover Canal Trust

• Woodlanders' Lives and Landscapes
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Online talks and resources

Monthly talk uploaded to Bucks LHL Portal and advertised on social media
Talks already produced and on LHLP:
• The Local Heritage List Project by Eliza Alqassar
• Heritage assets and significance by Paul Rhymes
• Talk on using Buckinghamshire's Heritage Portal by Lucy Lawrence
• Demonstration on how to nominate a Local Heritage List asset by Jo Horton
• Introduction to Buckinghamshire Archives by Katherine Gwyn
• Understanding the historic parks & gardens of Buckinghamshire by Claire de Carle
• Knowing Your Place - Buckinghamshire's Historic Parishes by Lucy Lawrence
Forthcoming talks:
• Identifying and assessing NDHAs
• Rothschilds Buildings
• Traditional Shop Fronts
• Lumps and Bumps
Link to YouTube page:
• YouTube: Bucks Council Heritage and Archaeology 

Resources
Dating buildings
Criteria assessment assistance
HE toolkit and training resources
Useful links i.e. Pevsner guides, Bucks Garden Trust, HEAN7, guide to photographing

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8tAtnRr3ysK95dExsuj7-Q
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Next steps for the LHL project

• Continue public engagement and 
enthusing volunteers

• Continue nominating, enriching and 
assessing candidate sites

• Continue Review Panels to agree on 
sites being put forward for adoption

• Continue delivering a number of 
online tutorials and blogs 

• Continue supporting PCs and other 
groups 

• Aiming for adoption of the a Phase 1 
list December 2022 and Phase 2 in 
2023

For further details please email 
localheritagelist@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  

mailto:localheritagelist@buckinghamshire.gov.uk
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Archaeology Day at North Marston

On Saturday 30th July, members of the Heritage 
and Archaeology Team ran an open day at 
North Marston, as part of the Festival of 
Archaeology and the Bucks Open Weekend.  
The event was well attended, and great fun 
was had by all involved.  We have had lovely 
feedback, with particular praise for our 
“thoughtful” guided walk.  
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Restoring our heritage – the missing milepost

In July 2021, Buckinghamshire Council Archaeology Service were contacted by 
Peter Gulland, the Bucks representative of the Milestone Society, to inform us 
that a Buckinghamshire milepost had been discovered in an Oxfordshire 
garden.  

The milepost was originally located on the Brill road at Hillesden, marking 13 
miles to Brill and 3 to Buckingham, and is thought to date from the late 
nineteenth or early twentieth century.  Whilst not as old as some of our other 
mileposts, this one is particularly significant as it is located on a non-turnpike 
road, which is rare in Buckinghamshire.  It is last recorded as having been in 
place in the late 1980s, after which it appears to have been taken from its 
location and somehow ended up in a private back garden.

The current homeowner was keen to see it back in its rightful place and so 
Buckinghamshire Council Archaeology Service arranged to collect it.  It was in a 
very bad state of preservation (see photo 1) and so it was taken to Moss’ 
Blacksmiths in Thame to be stripped back, re-painted and re-signed (photo 2).  
It is currently stored at the Council’s Gawcott depot and will be reinstated in its 
original position in October!


